
Family Reading Bookmarks

Provide these bookmarks to families are various times during your 
program year.  It helps to remind them of tips and strategies for making 
reading a special time with their children. Included in this section are 
three different types of bookmarks: “Tips for Sharing Books,” “10 
Reasons to Read Aloud,” and a template for children to create their 
own. 

Tips for 
Book Sharing

Before Reading
• Make predictions about 

what will happen.
• Take a “Picture Walk.” 

Look at the pictures 
and make up your own 
story.

During Reading
• Ask questions: Who? 

What? When? Where? 
Why? How?

• Point out and explain 
new vocabulary. 

• Read with expression.
• Vary your pace.

After Reading
• Relate the story to your 

child’s life or  
experiences.

• Invite your child to  
summarize the story. 

Tips for 
Book Sharing

Before Reading
• Make predictions about 

what will happen.
• Take a “Picture Walk.” 

Look at the pictures 
and make up your own 
story.

During Reading
• Ask questions: Who? 

What? When? Where? 
Why? How?

• Point out and explain 
new vocabulary. 

• Read with expression.
• Vary your pace.

After Reading
• Relate the story to your 

child’s life or  
experiences.

• Invite your child to  
summarize the story. 

Tips for 
Book Sharing

Before Reading
• Make predictions about 

what will happen.
• Take a “Picture Walk.” 

Look at the pictures 
and make up your own 
story.

During Reading
• Ask questions: Who? 

What? When? Where? 
Why? How?

• Point out and explain 
new vocabulary. 

• Read with expression.
• Vary your pace.

After Reading
• Relate the story to your 

child’s life or  
experiences.

• Invite your child to  
summarize the story. 

Appendix - The RAising A ReAdeR ideA BookA-28



10 Reasons to 
Read Aloud

Sharing books with 
your child will:  

1. Provide enjoyment!
2. Share special bonding 

times with your child.
3. Develop strong vocabu-

lary and sophisticated 
language structure.

4. Develop imaginative 
minds!

5. Help to nurture healthy 
brain development.

6. Build motivation for 
and a love of books and 
reading.

7. Increase your child’s 
attention span. 

8. Introduce genres and 
writing styles.

9. Create rich experiences 
for children.

10. Help second language 
learners become famil-
iar with the sounds and 
shapes of English. 
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